ROUMANIA                              55
narrow nationalism in the place of internationalist
aspiration and the recognized equality of the nationless
Jew. Above all, it revolted against rationalism. It
was a mystical reaction even more than in Germany;
it was eager, indeed, to identify itself with the mystique
of the national, the Orthodox Church, and was sup-
ported by many young priests. Its adherents never-
theless, like the Nihilists, Anarchists, Macedonian
Revolutionaries, the Black Hand of Serbia or the
Fascists or the Nazis, adopted a technique of terrorism.
The leader of this movement, which first became
notorious through an attempted outrage in 1927, was
' Zelea Codreanu, a young man of romantic appearance
who maintained to his death at least a reputation for
sincerity and courage; like Major Szalasi in Hungary,
however, his theories were somewhat disproved by
his foreign descent, for his name had been Zilinsky
and he was of Ukrainian, and, some said, of German
or even Hungarian descent.
Codreanu's movement was naturally stimulated by
the National Socialist revolution in Germany, and
contact between the Iron Guard and the Nazis was
fairly soon established. In addition to demanding that
the Jews, the capitalists, the Liberals should be simply
"thrown out," Codreanu soon attacked Roumanians
alliances with democratic France and the Little Entente.
With the pact in 1935 between France and Czecho-
slovakia on the one hand and Soviet Russia on the
other, Iron Guard complaints against Liberal Foreign
Policy swelled up into a roar. Their hatred of Russia
and their hatred of Communism were well fed by their
German friends, who taught them all the phrases about
the Czechs being Reds and under the control of Free-